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International Society of Addiction Medicine” annual meeting, 2011).

31. Ellingsen, D.M., Leknes, S., Liljencrantz, J., Wessberg, J., Olausson, H. Can
beliefs about oxytocin's prosocial effects induce a rewarding “placebo effect”
on perceived touch hedonics? (Poster, the “Society for Neuroscience 2010
congress 2010).

32. Ellingsen, D.M., Eriksson, E., Sundemo, F., Wessberg, J., Olausson, H.,
Leknes, S. Does tonic pain alter pleasant touch perception? A psychophysical
investigation using the heat/capsaicin model (Poster, the “International
Association for the Study of Pain” congress, 2010).

33. Leknes, S., Laeng, B., Chelnokova, O., Ellingsen, D.M., & Olausson, H.
Interactions in the hedonic experience of touch and emotion: A double-blind
placebo-controlled study using intranasal Oxytocin (Poster, the “Society for
Neuroscience 2009” congress, 2009).

Selected oral presentations
2020 Using fMRI hyperscanning to investigate the patient-clinician relationship in
chronic pain: The role of therapeutic alliance, behavioral mirroring, and

brain-to-brain concordance in therapeutic pain relief. #WeAreAlllnThis
Together COVID-19 Journal Club

2020 Brain-behavioral mechanisms supporting the impact of clinician warmth and
competence on pain treatment outcomes. International conference talk
(plenary), 9th OCHER workshop on Clinical Communication Research,
Lerenskog, Norway.

2019 Patient-clinician brain concordance supports therapeutic alliance, facial
mirroring, and placebo analgesia during pain treatment: a fMRI
hyperscanning study. International conference talk, Society for
Interdisciplinary Placebo Studies, Leiden, Netherlands.

2019  Patient-Clinician Concordance in Brain Activity Underpins Therapeutic
Alliance and Treatment Pain Relief. International conference talk, Association
for Psychological Science, Washington, DC.

2019  Brain-to-brain concordance supports therapeutic alliance and placebo
analgesia in the patient-clinician interaction. Invited seminar talk, Program
for Placebo Studies, Harvard Medical School.


https://www.painresearchcentre.org/covid-19-journal-club
https://www.painresearchcentre.org/covid-19-journal-club

2018

2018

2018

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

Brain concordance between patients and clinicians underpins non-verbal
communication, positive affect, and treatment analgesia — a fMRI
hyperscanning. International conference talk, the Society for Neuroscience,
San Diego, CA.

Therapeutic alliance, expectations, and brain-to-brain concordance in the
patient-clinician interaction. Invited seminar talk, Department of Behavioral
Sciences in Medicine, Oslo University Hospital.

Brain mechanisms supporting patient-clinician therapeutic alliance in pain

treatment - an fMRI hyperscanning study, Invited seminar talk, Clinical and
Cognitive Neuroscience Colloquium, Department of Psychology, University
of Oslo, 2018.

fMRI hyperscanning of the patient-clinician interaction, Invited seminar talk,
Emotion and Social Neuroscience Lab, Massachusetts General Hospital,
Harvard Medical School.

Specific expectations of therapeutic benefit produces generalized placebo
improvement of pain and pleasure. International conference talk, The Society
for Interdisciplinary Placebo Studies, Leiden, Netherlands.

Top-down modulation of positive and negative sensations: Placebos, context,
and social interactions. Invited seminar talk, Cognitive and Affective
Neuroscience Lab, University of Colorado at Boulder.

Central modulation of affective touch, pain, and emotions. National
conference talk, at the annual conference of the Norwegian association for the
study of pain (IASP chapter), Oslo, Norway.

Central modulation of affective touch in humans. International conference
talk, the Society for Neuroscience 2014, Washington, DC.

Feeling better: Opposite somatosensory modulation in placebo improvement
of pleasant and painful touch. International conference talk, “Progress in our
understanding of the psychobiological and neurobiological mechanisms

of the placebo and nocebo response”, Tiibingen, Germany.

Placebo analgesia and hyperhedonia: Opposite modulation of somatosensory
processing during placebo improvement of painful and pleasant touch is
mediated by common reward circuitry. Seminar talk, Center for the Study of
Human Cognition, University of Oslo, Norway.

Reducing pain and feeling better: Neurocircuitry involved in placebo

enhancement of painful and pleasant touch. Seminar talk, FMRIB PAiN
group, University of Oxford, UK.
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2011

Social touch: Role of oxytocin for perception of tactile stimulation and facial
expressions. Conference talk, “From CTs to autism: perspectives on the role of
touch in autism spectrum disorder”, Gothenburg, Sweden.

Popular science writing

1.

Ellingsen, D.M. (2015) Sa vinklar hjérnan din verklighet, Modern Psykologi,
7,12-39

Ellingsen, D.M. (2015) Placebo responding and p-opioid brain functioning
predict efficiency of antidepressants in MDD, blog post, Mental EIf

Selected media appearances

1.

Meet our postdocs: Dan-Mikael Ellingsen and the neurophysiology of touch.
Interview, Martinos/MGH, February 18, 2016.

Forskningsradet sender unge UiO-forskere ut i verden. Interview, Uniforum,
January 29, 2015.

Mer sosialt folsom med oksytocin. Interview, The Research Council of
Norway, February 10, 2014.

Mind over gray matter: Placebo improves both pleasure and pain. Interview,
Medical Xpress, October 29, 2013.

Placebo s double whammy. The Scientist, October 14, 2013.

Spray minskade smdrta och okade njutning. Sveriges Radio (Swedish national
radio), October 16, 2013.

“Love hormone” could battle autism and addiction. Radio interview, Radio
Sweden, June 25, 2012.

Radio interview on oxytocin and emotion recognition. Nyhetspuls, P4 Vist,
June 25, 2012.

Awards and grants

Research grant for the study Optimization of brain-based mechanisms supporting
psychosocial aspects of acupuncture therapy - a hyperscanning fMRI study, NIH-
NCCIH (R61/R33-AT009306). 2016-2021. Co-investigator/Project manager.

Research grant for the study The neurobiology of the patient-clinician interaction and
its impact on pain treatment outcome — a hyper-scanning fMRI study, awarded by the
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dan-Mikael_Ellingsen/publication/282853269_S_vinklar_hjrnan_din_verklighet/links/561ec5c708aef097132cf00d.pdf?origin=publication_detail&ev=pub_int_prw_xdl&msrp=xfkKIVNzO4wZDULK8R185f_gJGIX8BwtR19CwVn-XIaRi9YCmbQ5Rmubwr-CeQAXBcPKbE8aPg_9rDb2NtKxAQ.1vab72R11VogtynzXFGpyVEYwgaazx8ik_4TBv-5Z4V1knFwfLaFJjtWnjPkkTEb-o_B1vlON2Wk2EbIuT_HIg.RvkzezM5cRHl_NVY48gVGEDOcyVniSarmRlkxHzd5jsM5_sPQN0NzCxFbPtWaUqY6nSlYNDbzBUe8nJ_R5w9Ng
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/treatment/antidepressants/placebo-responding-and-%25c2%25b5-opioid-brain-functioning-predict-efficiency-of-antidepressants/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/treatment/antidepressants/placebo-responding-and-%25c2%25b5-opioid-brain-functioning-predict-efficiency-of-antidepressants/
http://www.martinos.org/news/20160218/meet-our-postdocs-dan-mikael-ellingsen-and-neurophysiology-touch
http://www.uniforum.uio.no/nyheter/2015/01/forskningsradet-sender-unge-uio-forskere-ut-i-verd.html
http://www.forskningsradet.no/prognett-rusmiddel/Nyheter/Mer_sosialt_folsom_med_oksytocin/1253992751064?lang=en&m=t
http://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-10-mind-gray-placebo-pleasure-pain.html
http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/37876/title/Placebo-s-Double-Whammy/
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=406&artikel=5675699
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=5166240

Neuroimaging Pilot Funding Initiative at the Martinos Center for Biomedical
imaging, MGH (R90DA023427). 2015-2017. Primary investigator (12 000 USD).

Personal Mobility Grant (3 year postdoctoral research grant), Cofunded by the
Norwegian Research Council and the Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions (COFUND,
FRIPRO-240553/F20), 2015-2019. Primary investigator (~426 300 USD).

Best PhD thesis award, Institute of Neuroscience and Physiology, Univ. of
Gothenburg, 2014 (3600 USD)

Travel award, Society for Interdisciplinary Placebo Studies 2017, (€300)

Travel award, “Svenska Likareséllskapet”, for the Neuroscience 2014 congress,
(1400 USD).

Travel award, “International Association for the Study of Pain” congress, 2014 (1100
USD).

Research grant for the study Development of affective touch in children, awarded by
“H.M. Queen Silvia Jubilee Fund for research on children and disability”, January
2014. Primary investigator (9200 USD).

Presentation selected as “hot topic” for the Neuroscience 2013 congress: In touch with
your emotions: Oxytocin and touch change social judgments while others' facial
expressions can alter touch experience.

Scholar, The European Pain School 2013, organized by IBRO/FENS.

Best presentation award received for the poster Does placebo improvement of pain
and reward hedonics recruit similar neurocircuitry? A double-blind cross-over study
at the “Norwegian Pain Society annual conference”, January 2012 (1700 USD).

Honorary visiting researcher, John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford University, under the
supervision of Prof. Irene Tracey, FMRIB PAiN group, October-December 2011.

Personal research exchange grant, European Science Foundation (ESF; ERNI), 2011
(5500 USD).

Best presentation award received for the poster Does tonic pain alter pleasant touch
perception? A psychophysical investigation using the heat/capsaicin model at the
“Norwegian Pain Society annual conference”, January 2011.

Internal scholarship, University of Gothenburg, for the study Interactions in the

hedonic experience of touch and emotion: A double-blind placebo-controlled study
using intranasal oxytocin, spring 2010 (2300 USD).
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http://www.sv.uio.no/psi/english/research/projects/the-neurobiology-of-the-patient-clinician-interact/index.html
http://www.kungahuset.se/royalcourt/royalfamily/latestnews/latestnews/thequeenpresentsscholarships.5.4ea495e313c19c119aaec2c.html
http://europeanpainschool.eu/2013/
http://www.ndcn.ox.ac.uk/research/fmrib-pain-group
http://www.esf.org

Best poster award, “Annual science day and poster session 20107, University of
Gothenburg for the poster Interactions in the hedonic experience of touch and
emotion: A double-blind placebo-controlled study using intranasal oxytocin

Summer scholarship, University of Oslo, for the study The effect of oxytocin on the

cross-sensory perception of affective touch and emotional facial expressions, summer
2009 (1500 USD).

Professional service

Editorial activities:

Journal referee for:
JAMA Psychiatry, Biological Psychiatry, Pain, Human Brain Mapping,
Neuroimage, Scientific Reports, Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews,
Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, Emotion, Translational
Psychiatry, Psychoneuroendocrinology, Biological Psychology,
Neuropsychologia, Anesthesiology, European Journal of Neuroscience,
European Journal of Pain, British Journal of Pharmacology, British Journal of
Clinical Pharmacology, Pain Medicine, Psychosomatic Medicine, Frontiers in
Neuroinformatics, Journal of Sexual Medicine, Consciousness and Cognition,
PLoS ONE, Neuroscience Letters, Chronic Stress, BioMedCentral
Neuroscience, IEEE Transactions on Haptics, Scandinavian Journal of
Psychology

2017 — current

Grant evaluator for the European Commission, H2020 (21 grants over 4 calls)

2015
Invited editorial commentary, Journal of Sexual Medicine

Organizational activities:

September, 2016 —
Project manager for the NIH-NCCIH (R61AT009306) funded project
“Optimization of brain-based mechanisms supporting psychosocial aspects of
acupuncture therapy - a hyperscanning fMRI study”

March, 2015 — August 2018
Organizer of the bi-weekly Pain Journal Club, Massachusetts General Hospital

June 4th, 2013
Conference organizer, CT, affective touch, reward, Jonsered, Sweden

Committee service:
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2019

Poster award committee, Society for Interdisciplinary Placebo Studies (SIPS)
Leiden, Netherlands

2019
Evaluation committee for 4 open postdoctoral research fellowships,
Department of Psychology, University of Oslo, Norway
2019
Evaluation committee for postdoctoral research fellowship in the Leknes
Affective Brain Lab, Department of Psychology, University of Oslo, Norway
Teaching:

Thesis examiner

Spring 2018, External examiner, M.A. thesis in Psychology, Univ. of Tromsg

Spring 2017, Internal examiner, M.A. thesis in Clinical Psychology, Univ. of
Oslo

Spring 2016, Internal examiner, M. A. thesis in Clinical Psychology, Univ. of
Oslo

Spring 2012, External examiner, M.A. thesis in Psychology, Univ. of Oslo

Supervision and mentorship

2019-

Supervisor for 3 Master student (internship)
Department of Psychology, University of Oslo, Norway

2017-2019  Supervisor for 2 Bachelor students (Thesis in Cognitive Psychology)

Department of Psychology, University of Oslo

2017-2018  Co-supervisor for Melanie Fu, Senior Thesis in Neurobiology and

Anthropology, Harvard College

2016-2018  Daily mentorship of research assistant trainee Kylie Isenburg,

Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School.

Teaching appointments

2019

2019

Invited teacher at the MSCA Master Class 2019, University of Oslo
Workshop for applicants to the MSCA Individual Fellowships,
European Commission

Invited teacher at the MSCA Individual Fellowships workshop 2019,
Norwegian research council. Oslo, Norway
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2010 —2014 University of Gothenburg, Institute of Neuroscience and Physiology
Amanuensis (20% teaching position) at Department of Physiology
Neurophysiology for medical students (lectures, seminars, workshops)

Relevant training
Training in MRI physics and fMRI analysis, FMRIB graduate program, University of
Oxford, UK, autumn 2011.

Training in FSL and Freesurfer (software for fMRI analysis), the 11th International
FSL and Freesurfer Course, Montreal, Canada, June 2011.

Training in MATLAB Fundamentals (The MathWorks, Inc.) programming, Oslo,
April 2012.

Training in E-prime (Psychology Software Tools, Inc.) software, University of Oslo,
Spring 2009 (PSY4320; 10 ECTS).

Training in SPSS (SPSS, Inc.) software, Spring 2008, Norwegian University of
Science and Technology (PSY2002; 7.5 ECTS) and Autumn 2008, Univ. of Oslo
(PSY4010; 10 ECTYS).

Fluent in English, Norwegian and Swedish.

Referees contact information
Dr. Vitaly Napadow
Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School, USA

vitaly@nmr.mgh.harvard.edu
+1 617-724-3402

Prof. Ted Kaptchuk
Harvard Medical School, USA

ted kaptchuk@hms.harvard.edu
+1 617-354-1744

Dr. Siri Leknes
Dept. of Psychology, Univ. of Oslo, Norway

siri.leknes(@gmail.com
+47 2284 5203

Prof. Johan Wessberg
Inst. of Neuroscience and Physiology, Univ. of Gothenburg, Sweden

wessberg(@physiol.gu.se
+46 31 786 35 06
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